SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARLNEWS SUNDAY 6 JULY 2003

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

In the news today:

DXCC ACHIEVEMENT

THE MANDATORY INTERNATIONAL MORSE REQUIREMENT IS TO CEASE

WORLD-WIDE 200 kHz ALLOCATION AT 7 MHz - BUT NOT UNTIL 2009

DIGITAL RADIO MONDIALE (DRM) ON THE AIR 

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are tuned to ZS6SRL.

The news follows in detail:

DXCC ACHIEVEMENT

This week, the ARRL has advised Bernie van der Walt ZS4TX that his most recent DXCC endorsement application has been accepted.  Bernie now has credits for 339 countries, leaving only the Andaman Islands VU4 unconfirmed.  Congratulations to you Bernie on this achievement.

Bernie joins Bushy Roode ZS6YQ in the second spot on the DXCC Honour Roll.  Bushy needs only Yemen 7O confirmed.  Unlike Bernie, Bushy has all his countries confirmed on Phone, making him the top South African on the Phone Honour Roll.

With the recent addition of Ducie Island VP6, there are now 335 current entities on the DXCC Country List.
(Message ex ZS6EZ).

THE MANDATORY INTERNATIONAL MORSE REQUIREMENT IS TO CEASE
The mandatory international Morse requirement for access to the HF bands is to cease.  Colin Thomas, G3PSM, an advisor to the UK delegation to the ITU World Radiocommunication Conference, reported on Monday the 30th of June that the mandatory Morse code requirement for HF access would disappear at the end of the conference.  However, if any administration feels that it needs to keep the requirement, it has the right to do so.
(Message ex RSGB).

WORLD-WIDE 200 kHz ALLOCATION AT 7 MHz - BUT NOT UNTIL 2009
Discussions on the 7 MHz realignment agenda item at the World Radiocommunication Conference had been long and hard, with no agreement until the very last minute.  However, in a last-minute compromise, it was agreed that broadcasters in ITU Regions 1 and 3 would move out of the 7 100 to 7 200kHz frequency range to make way for the amateur service.  The new band will be allocated to the Amateur Service from the 29th of March 2009 - less than six years from now and considered to be a short timescale in ITU terms. Although the compromise solution falls short of the IARU's goal of a 300 kHz world-wide exclusive band for amateurs, it will double the amount of spectrum available to amateurs at 7 MHz in Regions 1 and 3.  Amateurs in the Americas - Region 2 - will be unaffected and will continue to have 7 000 to 7 300kHz available to them.
(Message ex RSGB).

DIGITAL RADIO MONDIALE (DRM) ON THE AIR

The landscape of the broadcasting industry changed forever on July 16th, 2003, during the ITU's WRC 2003 in Geneva.

On that day, the world's first daily, live DRM broadcasts were transmitted across the globe by some of the world's best-known broadcasters.  Stations in the UK, Canada, Germany, Kuwait, France, Netherlands, Vatican City, Sweden, America, Russia, Wales, Norway etc. participated.

For full background, go to:

http://www.drm.org/indexdeuz.htm;
http://www.drm.org/newsevents/globpressreleas.htm;
http://www.drm.org/newsevents/globpictures.htm.

The interesting part is the technical aspect of digital AM 
radio - that will seemingly revolutionise broadcast radio as we know it....

The web-site has all the details as well as sample sound files of the different techniques and qualities available. (e.g. 21KHz bandwidth stereo sound via SW!)

The Members involved in DRM are from every corner of the globe, but strangely only Nigeria is represented from Africa?

Here are some abstracts from the website.

WHY IS DIGITAL RADIO NEEDED BELOW 30 MHZ?

There is a global trend towards the adoption of digital technology in radio and communications, especially for distribution and transmission. Digitalisation offers many substantial advantages to national /international broadcasters and infocasters. 

We are seeing the introduction of high quality delivery system in homes. FM sound broadcasting is gradually moving to a DAB standard. 

But coverage on FM 88-108 MHz (VHF) is limited. For many national and international broadcasters, the advantages of a complementary digital broadcast system BELOW 30 MHz are becoming clear. However, the limited fidelity of existing AM services is causing listeners to search for other alternatives. 

Implementation of digital radio in today's AM bands (i.e. long, medium and shortwave) will enable operators to provide services which will be successful with both existing and future high-quality services operating on other parts of the dial. 

Digital broadcasting on short-, medium-, or longwave (AM) has many
advantages when compared to the conventional analogue system we use now.

BENEFITS OF DIGITAL AM FOR LISTENERS

* FM-like sound quality with the AM reach; 
* Improved reception quality;
* Flexible use of radio, whenever and wherever you want it; 
* No change to existing listening habits:
  - same frequencies, 
  - same listening conditions (fixed, portable and mobile radio),
  - same listening environment (indoors, in cities, in dense forests..);
* Low cost receiver, low energy consumption; 
* Easy tuning: with selection by frequency, station name or programme type; 
* More diverse programme content, using the full capabilities of new digital features; 
* Wide receiver range with more and better features;
* Radios that will give you programmes with associated text information, station name, record title, singer's name... 

BENEFITS OF DIGITAL AM FOR RECEIVER, TRANSMITTER AND SEMICONDUCTOR
MANUFACTURERS

* Bringing longevity to older AM technologies; 
* Opportunity to identify possibilities for new areas of interest; 
* Increase the market potential for transmitting and receiver systems; 
* Optimise return on investment for dual technology components for low data rate systems applied to narrow-band transmission channels; 
* Opportunity to effectively influence the cost-effective design cost of future AM radio systems; 
* Possibility to replace 2.5 billion receivers with digital AM receivers;
* Through DRM active participation in AM digital development.

BENEFITS OF DIGITAL AM FOR BROADCASTER

* Continued use of existing transmission systems 
* Continued (and more efficient) use of existing frequency planning; 
* Independent editorial control;
* Control of coverage area; 
* Rapid and short-term flexibility when required; 
* Opportunities for added-value services with data, text and other
services; 
* Better audio quality for listeners, wherever they live;
* Increased audience interest, resulting from audio quality improvement and additional services;
* Increased advertising interest, resulting from increased audience interest;
* As part of DRM, active participation in the development of "digital AM" radio broadcasting and an opportunity to contribute to the implementation of "digital AM" radio. 
(Message ex ZS6KE).

LAST CHANGE TO HONOUR HAM RADIO'S STAR PERFORMERS

There is now only one week left to send in your nominations for the Siemens Radio Amateur of the Year Awards.  The closing date is 15 July.  The awards will be presented at a breakfast function in Johannesburg on 12 August.  The winners will be flown to Johannesburg if they are from other parts of South Africa.

Have you looked around your club and made the effort to recognise some one who is making a major contribution to the promotion or development of Amateur Radio being it at a technical or promotional level? Is there a young radio amateur that is going out of his or her way to promote amateur radio amongst his or her peer group?  If you have not yet looked around, don't delay it any more, There may be a deserving case in your club.

Get full details and a nomination form the SARL web at www.sarl.org.za or send an Email to saardt@intekom.co.za or a fax to 012 991 5651.
(Message ex ZS6AKV).

DATES TO REMEMBER

Closing date for nominations for the Radio Amateurs ofb the Year Awards 15 July;
Flea market in Pretoria on August the 2nd.  Call Magda ZS6MVW at 012 386 4901 or Almero ZR6RY at 082 908 3359 for table bookings.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin which was compiled by Gustav, ZS6BWN, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.
/EX
